PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY.

PONTEFRACT,
KNOTTINGLEY, CASTLEFORD,
HEMSWORTH & NORMANTON

Yorkshire Against New Coal



Introduction

The UK government is currently considering approving planning permission for a new coal power
station - the first in thirty years ¢ at Kingsnorth in Kent. If permission is granted, this will pave the
way for a new wave of coal power stations applications to be submitted across the UK, including at
Ferrybridge in West Yorkshire.

Ferrybridge power station is a 2000MW coal powered plant and is one of the largest in the UK.
1000MW is due for closure by 2015 as its owners have opted this out of the Large-Combustion Plant
Directive. Scottish and Southern Energy are currently considering replacing closure of this plant with
new coal technology.

Coal is the most carbon intense of all the fossil fuels and significantly contributes towards climate
change. The eminent scientist Doctor James Hansen of NASA has said that i K S & LINE -Yuk i
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During October and November 2008 a number of public opinion surveys regarding climate change
and energy were carried out in five towns across West Yorkshire, surrounding the Ferrybridge coal
power station. The five towns were: Pontefract, Knottingley, Castleford, Hemsworth and
Normanton.

The purpose of the survey was to understand what people in Yorkshire ¢ particularly those within
communities historically connected to the coal industry ¢ thought about climate change and how we
should be producing our energy.

The survey results shows that

9 Across the five towns surrounding the Ferybridge power station 82% of those asked said
they are concerned about climate change.

1 94% of the local population want to see electricity generated in ways that do not
damage the climate.

1 75 % of the people from the communities of Knottingley, Pontefract, Castleford,
Hemsworth and Normanton believe that all parts of society are responsible for
addressing climate change.

When asked what should replace the closure 71% said they would like to see coal
replaced with renewable technologies.

9 People from Knottingley, Pontefract, Castleford, Hemsworth and Normanton do not want to
see new coal replace old coal.

! Scottish and Southern Energy financial report for the six months to 30 September 2008. (12 November
2008). Available at http://www.scottish-southern.co.uk/SSEInternet/
> Sep. 10, 2008: In Defence of Kingsnorth Six: http://www.columbia.edu/~jeh1/
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Methodology

The survey was carried out in public in the five towns of Pontefract, Knottingley, Castleford,
Hemsworth and Normanton.

Surveyors approached passing members of the public and asked if they would participate in a
climate change and energy public opinion survey. The surveyors talked through the questions and
answer range, with the respondent able to view each question being asked and the range of possible
answers.

Respondents

A cross section the adult public were approached and asked their opinion to six questions. In total
663 people responded.

1 40.5% were male 1 8% were aged between 18-24

1 59.5% were female 1 28% were aged between 25-44
1 40% were aged between 45 -64
1 24% were aged 65+

The survey was not scientific and therefore cannot be described as truly representative but it clearly
provides a reflection of the public opinion in the towns surveyed.

The body of text in the following report lays out the questions within each Figure reference.

Results of the six questions are expressed as a percentage (%) and are rounded so may not add to
100. Results to 2 d.p. are at the end of the report alongside each question and answer.



1. Concern about climate change

The population of the five towns near to Ferrybridge power station were asked if they were concerned
about climate change. Out of the 663 respondents 82% (545 respondents) confirmed that they are
concerned about climate change.

Fig 1: In your own opinion, does climate change/global warming concern you?

Yes
82%

No
18%

As can be seen in table 1 the level of concern about climate change is uniformly spread across the
five towns.

Table T Respondents confirming their concern of climate change aciosgs/idual towns (%)

Ferrybridge
Pontefract & Castleford | Hemsworth | Normanton
Knottingley
84 81 79 84 84

2. Awareness of the contribution to climate change from fossil fuels

Despite one of the biggest coal power stations in the UK being no more than 10 miles away from the
furthest of the survey towns, only 45% of respondents recognised that coal contributes most to
climate change.



Fig 2:0f the following fossil fuels, which do you think contributes most to climate change?

Coal
45%

Gas
22%

Void answer
9%

3. Electricity Generation

Regardless of the previous question, it is overwhelmingly clear that member of the public wish to
see electricity generation from clean resources that do not impact upon the climate system. 94% of
the public said that they do not want the climate to be damaged through electricity generation.
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4. Responsibility for tackling climate change

When asked who holds responsibility for tackling climate change 75% of respondents believe society
as a whole is responsible (individuals, government and industry).

Fig 4:Who do you think should beesponsible for tackling climate change/global warming?

Void
Industry
3%
Govt
1 0,
All 9%
75%

Individual
2%

5. Ferrybridge power station.

Half of the capacity (1000MW) of Ferrybridge power station is due for closure by 2015. Only 21% of

respondents acknowledged awareness of this fact.

Awareness was lower in Knottingley, the home town of the Ferrybridge power station, with only
18% aware that half of the capacity is to close by 2015.

Fig 5:Are you aware that half of the Ferrybridge power station is due to be closed by 2015




Table 2: Awarenessby town - that half of Ferrybridge power station is to close by 2015 (%)

Ferrybridge
Pontefract & Castleford| Hemsworth | Normanton
Knottingley
25 18 24 23 14

6. Future energy production options

When asked what should replace the half capacity closure, respondents underpinned their previous
concerns of climate change and the need for electricity production without damage to the climate;
71% of respondents wish to see the coal closure replaced with renewable technologies. Only 11% of
the public wish to see coal replace coal ¢ a response that is comparable to the number that would
prefer nuclear to replace the closure (11%).

Clearly the population of West Yorkshire wish to see green renewable technology meeting our
energy requirements.

Fig 6:What do you think should replace this?

Void answer
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Conclusion

The towns of Pontefract, Knottingley, Castleford, Hemsworth and Normanton are all within the

district of Wakefield Metropolitan District Council. All five of the towns surveyed have a rich history

associated with coal, as Wakefieldhasd SYSNHSR FTNRY 2@SNJ | OSy{idzNE 2F
However, coal is the dirtiest of all the fossil fuels and 82% of respondents have clearly stated that

they are concerned about climate change. Furthermore 94% have said that our electricity should be

produced in ways that does not damage the climate.

There is a clear statement from the public about how our energy requirements coupled with
addressing climate change should be moved forward. 71% of the public have said that the expected
half closure of Ferrybridge coal power station should be replaced by renewable technologies.

The public have made it clear that they do not wish to see new coal developments replace the old.
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Survey Results.

Number of participants:

Pontefract Ferrybrldge & Castleford Hemsworth Normanton Survey
Knottingley Average
133 124 170 123 113 663

Note: Answers to the 6 guestions are given as percentage (%) and rounded to 2 d.p.

Q1: In your own opinion, does climate change/global warming concern you?

Ferrybridge Surve
Pontefract & Castleford | Hemsworth | Normanton y
. Average
Knottingley
Yes 84.21 81.45 78.82 83.74 84.07 82.20
No 15.79 18.55 21.18 16.26 15.93 17.80

Q2: Of the following fossil fuels, which do you think contributes most to climate change?

Ferrybridge Surve
Pontefract & Castleford | Hemsworth | Normanton y
. Average
Knottingley
Coal 42.86 44.35 43.53 50.41 42.48 44.65
Qil 31.58 21.77 23.53 17.07 26.55 24.13
Gas 21.80 27.42 19.41 24.39 20.35 22.47
Void answer 3.76 6.45 13.53 8.13 10.62 8.75
Q3: In your own opinion, should we produce electricit
Ferrybridge Surve
Pontefract & Castleford | Hemsworth | Normanton y
. Average
Knottingley
Yes 96.24 93.55 92.35 90.24 97.35 93.82
No 1.50 3.23 3.53 0.81 0.00 1.96
Dondt Kk 2.26 3.23 4.12 8.94 2.65 4.22

Q4: Who do you think should be responsible for tackling climate change/global warming?

Ferrybridge Survey
Pontefract & Castleford | Hemsworth | Normanton
. Average

Knottingley
Industry 4,51 4.03 2.35 3.25 1.77 3.17
Government 12.03 19.35 26.47 22.76 13.27 19.31
Individuals 1.50 1.61 1.18 1.63 1.77 1.51
All of the 81.20 75.00 67.06 72.36 82.30 74.96
above
Void answer 0.75 0.00 2.94 0.00 0.88 1.06




Q5: Are you aware that half of the Ferrybridge power station is due to be closed by 2015?

Ferrybridge Survey
Pontefract & Castleford | Hemsworth | Normanton
. Average
Knottingley
Yes 24.81 17.74 23.53 22.76 14.16 20.97
No 75.19 82.26 76.47 77.24 85.84 79.03
Q6: What do you think should replace this?
Ferrybridge Survey
Pontefract & Castleford | Hemsworth | Normanton
. Average
Knottingley
Coal 9.77 16.94 7.65 15.45 6.19 11.01
Gas 6.77 2.42 412 8.94 0.00 452
Nuclear 9.02 11.29 12.94 8.94 12.39 11.01
Renewables 70.68 67.74 72.94 66.67 78.76 71.34
Void answer 3.76 1.61 2.35 0.00 2.65 2.11
Demographics:
Gender
Ferrybridge Survey
Pontefract & Castleford | Hemsworth | Normanton
. Average
Knottingley
Male 45,86 38.71 42.35 41.46 32.74 40.57
Female 54.14 61.29 57.65 58.54 67.26 59.43
Age
Ferrybridge Survey
Pontefract & Castleford | Hemsworth | Normanton
. Average
Knottingley
18-24 9.02 7.26 7.06 5.69 12.39 8.14
25-44 32.33 26.61 25.88 23.58 31.86 27.90
45 - 64 37.59 37.90 35.29 50.41 40.71 39.97
65+ 21.05 28.23 31.76 20.33 15.04 23.98
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